A_I_l interest in all fields of

medicine is required

What is

| Pathology is the branch of medi-
cine involved in understanding
the causes and processes of dis-
ease. Pathologists do this by look-
ing at changes in the tissues of the
body and in blood and other body
fluids. Advances in pathology are

integral to the development and -

success of modern medicine. Doc-
tors or specialists having diffi-
culty diagnosing the exaci cause
of a patient’s illness send speci-
mens o the local pathology labo-
ratory for analysis.

All pathoiogists first qualify as
general practitioners. They then
do an additiopal four to five years'
postgraduate study in laboratory
medicine (depending on their spe-
ciality) to qualify.

technologist’
A pathologist is a medically
trained doctor with a specific post-
graduate qualification in labora-
rory medicine. A pathologist's
academiec background and cliniea’
experience enable him to analyse
and interpret test results and then
provide professional, diagnostic
advice.

The pathologist works with a
team of medical technologists and
technicians, who operate sophisti-
cated laboratory equipment. Tech-
nologists provide the test resulis,
but are not able to offer clinical
advice on patient treatment and
disease prevention/intervention.

Medium to large sized pathology
laboratories receive hetween

The job file

ologist

3 000 and 5000 specimens a day,
These are carefully labelled and
barcoded to ensure the correct re-
sults get returned to each patient,
The samples are then distributed
to the various departments, where
they undergo tests requested by
the patient's doctor.

Once the laboratory technolo-
gists have obtained the resuilts for
a particular specimen, they are
forwarded to the pathologist for
examination and analysis. Fol-
lowing final diagnosis and recom-
mendation, a report is ferwarded
to the referring doctor

Is pathology an

for students wh:';ﬂls:n
have an interest in
business?

Pathology accounts for about 3%
of total wmedical bills, but
pathology services are critical to
the accurate diagnosis and treat-
ment of disease, and contribute
significantly o costeffective pa-
fient care. Becausa of the spe
cialised nature of the profession,
and the need o constantiy update
technologieal equipment, most
vathology vractices have national
networks to make efficient use ot
esSnurces.

What attributes do you
need to be a successful
ist?

To be a successful pathologist you
need to be 2 logical and rreative
thinker, able o consider a problem
from all angles. You must also be
precise and accurate and be ahle
to work independently A broad in
terest in all fields of medicine is
critical, as pathologists have to
consult with doctors from every
speciality. Some practices also
require knowledge of surgical
skills.

B [nformation supplied by The
National Pathology Group. They |
can be contacted on (011-482-8212.



